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Cambodian Family Youth Dance Group will perform at the Westminster festival, Below, Sokchan’ Ing dances a story of the harvest,

By MARY ANNE PEREZ
arefoot girls in loose, red
pants, thelr cramas, or
shawls, wrapped tightly
around Lheir heads,

move slowly across the floor,
dipping every now and ithen to
tap their pointed fingers to the
ftoor. In the Cambodian farming
dance, they are planiers, pushing
the seeds into the ground.

They are barely finished re-
hearsing one recent evening in a
studio In Santa Ana, when six
young boys dressed in purple
baggy pants, shiny black shoes
and turquoise-colored T-shirls
take the floor, hip-hopping 1o a
hit by rapper M.C, Hammer,

Both groups are refugee chil-
dren of the Cambodian Family
Youth Dance Group, one of sev-
eral dance and music groups
performing this weekend at the
Wesiminster International Fes-
tival. The Cambodian Famlily
Inc., which organized the dance
grougp, fries to keep iraditions
alive among the younger genera-
tion and intreduce the children to
American culture, sald coordina-
tor Dawn Toyama. The children
and their dances—the mixture of
traditions and styles—are exam-
ples of the variety scheduled for
the festival,

The festival, which will be
held at Buckingham Park next to
Westminster High School, is try-
ing to overcome a disappolntiig

first year that atiracted only hall ~

of the 30,000 people needed to
break even, sald Robert King,
publicity direetor and special
events coordinator,
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Westminster’s International
Festival Will Blend Traditional
and Modern, East and West

lols near the Westmlnster Li- county fairs) andceiebrltiessuch
brary, bigger carnival rides from as Kimberly McCullough, who

B&BAmﬁgqfngmg,(Mhrméﬂes plays Robin Scorpio on “General

"Diff'rent Strekes” fame, Bugs®

Bunny and some American
Gladiators on the bill this year,
King expects a crowd of at least
“We iried to make this a
famity-orienled event, but the
main thing is our theme, ‘Unity
and friendship among all cul-
tures,’” he said. “! guess ihe
chamber saw a need to break
down the communicalion barri-
ers between the cuttures—Kore-
an, Vietnamese, Cambodian,
Spanish, African, Chinese and
others—and we iried to unite
them all In celebration.”

To that end, King and his
business pariner Clodagh Lynn
created super-hero Captain In-
ternational, whose job is to pro-
mote positive interculiural rela-
tions, A true super-hero of the
903, Captain International counts
among his enemies a satanist, a
drug lord and a terrorist. The
character was created for the
festival and has already been
booked for an appearance at a
Los Angeles parade next month,
He is the official host and will
introduce the daily emcees and
greel festival-goers.

"He's the first super-hero thal
represents all cultures, He's the
guardian of internationat free-
dom and justice,” King says.

Preaching aside, festivai-goers
stand le be converted by simply
atlending. Close 1o 100 vendors
have been secured to sell foods
from Thalland, Mexico, China,
Greece, England and Italy, as
well hot dogs and hamburgers.
Crafis will include handmade
jewelry, toys and clothing, bonsai
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Westminster Intemational
Festival.

When
A 4

Friday, Sept. 27, 6 p.m. to
11:30 p.m,; Saturday,
Sept. 28, 10:30am. to

1 £:30 p.m, and Sunday,
Sept. 29, 10:30am. 1o 8
p..

Wiere
v

Buckingham Park, 6502
Homer S, (next to
Westminster High School),
Westminster.

Whereabouts
L !

. From the San Diego

- Freeway, exit Golden West
: and gonorth to

- Westminster High School.
: Entrance to the festival is

- at Westminster High

. School off of Golden West

- Street. Buckingham Park
. is behind Westminster
- High Scheol.

Wherewithal
v

- Admission to the festival is
- $1, with parking avaliable

- for $1 at Westminster

* High School. Tickets for

- the camival rides may be

- purchased at a discount

. through the Westminster

: Chamber of Commerce.

: Where to call
A4

Westminster Chamber of
: Commerce, (714)
. 898-9648.
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WESTMINSTER: ‘Unity, Frlendshlp Among Cultures’ Is T heme

Centinued from Page 3
trees, dried flowers, face-painting,
handblown glass and items from
Afrlea and Central Amerlea.
Cultural groups such as the
Cambodian dancers will take the
Main Stage throughout the three-
day event. There will also be a
petling zoo, contests to Judge the
cutest babies and the sexiest men's
legs and demonstrations fn gym-
nasties, square-dancing and the
martial acls, performances by the
Los Angeles Rams Cheerleaders
and Medieval Times knights,
Entertainment varies from the
Andy Rau Band, which plays blue-
grass music, to Las Tapatias {olk-
lorie dancers,. rock ‘1’ roll band
. Brigands,  youthful ; rappers ;. To

Westminster
WESTMINSTER BHEVD
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Northrldge-based Toy"
(diers—thiree’Youths who ‘dance an
. ‘sing -rap’ music-—-wlll lead off th

from Brazi!lan tand: Méditerranean.,
When 1 first heard them;}l,imag
hi all;

'recent’z‘giaduatesqofj h .

-,,Instuute of a‘ech;iofogy ; A I fact,“Brahma; ls:made;up of -

f‘lwood,&wﬂ.laperfoi‘m' Saturdz Ay %'J’ear-old Bjanso Porter;a Mexi-.-
obeit can-American: from’.Ohlo; Juss! -

Wenger.24 from Sw_[fzerlaﬁd and’

" their name from the Hindu reli-
gion.

The Cambodian children learn
their traditional dances at the
Cambodian Family Inc., a nonprofit
center in Santa Ana sel up to help
the childéren and their {famtlies. In
addition, greup coordinator Toya-
ma said, the center tries to teach
the children about problems they
might face growing up and how to
confront them.

As the Cambodian dance contin-
ues in'the studio, the girls, iwo In
red-and-while-check cramas, two
it blue-and-white-check, untfe

the knots holding the scarves on
their heads and take the ends In
their hands. With graceful moves,
they twist from side to side io
traditional Cambodian musie blar-
ing from a boom box, taking a siep
forward each time,

The ¢ramas are an important
part of their costumes, explained
Phalen Lim, a volunteer who
teaches the dances to the girls. The
cloth is used as a searf, a shawl or
even askirt. But most significantly,
it was sometimes the only posses-
slon atlowed women fn the Pol Pot
regime, which many of the families

{led, she says.

“We use [the crema) a lot in
Cambodian culture, for everything
from taking a shower to wrapping
around yourself. In the farming
dance, you tic il around you, then
use il to chase the birds oul and
clean your sweal of [.”

The Cambodian Family groups
wilt perform at 4:45 p.m. Sunday
afternoon.

Mary Anne Perez is o free-lance
writer who regularly contribules to
The Times Orange County Edition.
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