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Voter drive aims to give more Americans a
voice

National Voter Registration Day was celebrated with events at Delhi Center and The
Cambodian Family in Santa Ana aimed at signing people up for the November election.
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Delhi Center visitors leave a mid-day Zumba class
Tuesday. The class was part of a coordinated voter
registration event hailed, "Pump Up the Vote."
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SANTA ANA – Okay, fess up. How many times have you walked by a voter registration table and just kept
walking?

To commemorate National Voter Registration Day, Delhi Center and The Cambodian Family in Santa Ana
both held events on Tuesday aimed at getting eligible adults registered for the upcoming election. They were
among some 1,100 organizations holding hundreds of events across the country to encourage voting.

At a two-hour event in the morning, The
Cambodian Family registered a half dozen
voters, some of them new citizens. Delhi served
as lead agency in Orange County for the event.

With free Zumba, free pizza, information tables
and an evening information session, Delhi, in a
predominately Latino neighborhood, hoped to
register about 200 voters by evening, with some
volunteers armed with iPads for online
registration and others offering traditional
registration forms attached to clipboards.

Veronica Harlan of Placentia, who led several
Zumba sessions, said that through her work as
a volunteer coordinator at Santa Ana's Orange
County Children's Therapeutic Arts Center, she
knows the struggles that many families face,
and their desire to be part of a solution. That's
why she offered to help.

"They want to be part of something, to be able to
vote and give their voice," she said. "Sometimes
they don't know how to do it."

Their voice could be powerful. According to the
National Voter Registration Day organization, 6
million Americans did not vote in 2008 because
they did not know how to register or they missed
their state's voter registration deadline.

Delhi's effort was part of its Citizen Leadership
Program, which aims, among other things, to
register voters and to encourage them to get to
the polls.

Beatriz Fernandez, program coordinator, said
that Delhi, working with partners such as Santa
Ana College, had helped get 800 people in
Orange County registered in recent months. On
Sunday, for instance, three Delhi workers
registered a couple dozen people at Our Lady of
the Pillar Catholic Church, a congregation
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